
C~ptain iil. L. 111Ul Rom 
Area !>ngineer 
P.O. Box 8 
l'en30re, 1_ York 

-

Dear Captain Van HOrn. 

. :'-" 
' .. 

nna ret'er.s to the con""rsati.cnll regarding diapoaal ot' et't'lu-at 
liquors rro. st..p I 1nto the .an1taJ7 II-.r or the Town ot'Tonawalllla. 

. Becauae ot' the dU'r1cul.t]' e%perianceci .t the tllt1'llti.cn pl.mt, __ 
ar. 1.nfol'lMd that not1ce yUJ. be .IIerTeci on Us 117 the JIf_ lark 5tat. !loud 
at' Health to dbocnt1nua. ellpty1ng tiU.II .. ate .. ter1al 1Dto the 1Iam.t&r7 
II~. 

lYhftl 1:ll1a aat1ce 1a g1TIID to u then will. be two pe .. Ul1e ccura •• 
ot' acrt1on. 

1. Ilbcllarxe ~ .ter1a1 1nto a llto:ra 11_, then to t!ie 'rwo-Xn. 
Creek, end t"n.117 the 1f1agara RiTer. 

2. ~ch.rge thU .. t.r1.al. 1nto a .eU on our Tcmawanda Factol7 
properl7 t'ra. wi11ch _ter wa. tOJ'lllllrlT talI:_ at the 1'IIte or 
1,000 gallon. per l:Iinuta. It is .,.tbated that the et'tlu.=t 
~rs t'ra • .:3t.ep I total. UO,OOO g-U"". each tweuq-.tour 
~. The _ll ... ter 111 tant1t t'or ue. 

Pl._ 1 1:1 object1onable becau.., or probable .t'Ilture co.pl1cations m the 
errant or cJ., _ ot' oont.a.1nat1on ~a1nst u.. Plan 2 111 taTored because 
our Law DepartlMlllt adYiaes that 1t b canll1.d.nd 1IIpa •• lble to datan1ne 
the C01U"IIe ot' subterranean IItraaaa end, theret'ore, tJl.e ra.pu1la2Ult:r t'or 
&ll7 contall1natlon could not be t1:md. Our Law j)~.ent. nao_end. that 
this :IIethoci ot' d1~.al be t'oUowed. .....e lUlderstazui that local repre.eata­
tiYee or the li_ Iork State Board at lIealth au! or the TOWft at' '1'onannda 
FUtrat10a Plant h .... p;iTeD the ap1n1otl that the lI£t'l.uent. l1q'IIon are not 
d.-tn-.,ta1. to the oabllo hettlth. ;fe also are told that Ca-pta1n 'e-r baa 
hP1"'lt."~ the op1n:1Cn that there is nothin« in the etnuant l~n dnrl.­
awntal. to puella health. 

EXHIBIT 3 

DFSMRZ
Highlight





." .~"I' 

..... TO 

WAR CEPARTPwlENT 

UNITED STATES ENGINEER O~FICE 

EIDlt T-~ 
'""" ... w ............... ~C:E 

P. O. Box 8 

K&" .. o"C. N4 Y. 

3 April 1944 

r.ou 
_:... .. 1 i .. 

.1 '~.I.~ 
'.&, ,-~ 

Th~I.j Dd_ Air Products CompaIliJ'"l 
Ceramics Plant . 
E. Park Drive ami. Woodward Ave. 
To:ca.waDda. ~ lI. :r • 

Attention: r.lr. A.. R. Hobles • 

GentlBllen: 

Receipt of your ~etter of 29 &Cd 3~ aarch 1944, conce~­
ing di;;posaJ. of flltrate from Step I i.s ackncOlledged. 

. Tbis ofric8 interpoa8s no objection to the '.ue o£ either 
of the two schemes ror disposaJ. of this =terial aDd. leeves to the 
discretion of the contractor the selection o£ the method of dis?osal 
most satis£actory to all conce..""IleC.. 

Sbcul.d. you decide to follow plan OIlS as autlined in your 
letter of' 29 :.larch, we would like to have from yau an opiI:ion as 
to the detril::eJ:It.a.l ei"i"eci:s, 1£ a:J:I:/, to persons or vegitation col!li.ng 
in contact nth the diluted. liquors in 1:170 !lI:i..le creek. 

On the other baIld shauld. yau. elect to discharge the. 
ei'rluent into a well on the LiIlIie property, 1r8 wau.ld like to lOlake 
sure that yau. ba-ore ascertained 'that: 

.!.. The '!fell wiIl take the discharge at the requ;ixed 
rate over a long period o£ tiJ:Ie. 

. . 
, 1!. Tbat coatact oi" the llquers with the well 1I'ater 

aDd. ~ underlying strata will not Cl!l1se 
a chemicaJ. reacUon precipitating solids 't7hich 
might eventually =se plugging of the well. 

s. Introduction of' the effluent into the wxl.ergrcnmd 
stree.:1 IT:ill not to tile best of your knowledge e£fect 
the use of the water in other pl.ants or inst..a.lla.tions 
for nor-..a.l. purposes. (Our attitude on this is 
that even thaugh 1'7e might· not be liahle from a 
legal stamipoint. we might :from an ethiC:l.l point of 
view be doing so~th;"g which ~ould efrect ~ba pro­
duction of other var plants. and. could be severely 
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The Linc!.e Air ?roducts CompSllj" J April. 1944 

criticized ~or our actions). 

, We would uso ~e ::IO;;!S assurlUlCQ tllat tha Gover=snt 
wiD. net. u:der the tel'1llll of the contr2.ct be required at SOIOla 
la.ter date to remove a:a:r ef£lnent which IDaY rel!l:1in in the well 
or be required. to restore the well ;to its original condition." 

Ra-ving given due cOZl3ideration to the above mentioned 
points a.Xld ~shed us with the ,a£orecentioned assurances in 
co=ection with this problem, 70U III&Y proceed' with whatever con­
struction work is necessary to dispose o£ the liquors. Rei:::burse­
lIIent for th:Ls worX will be made in the usuel. !lU!nner." 

• 

• 
• 

'" 

.... 
• 

. "" 

• 

Very trulT yours, 

t3.1zt-~, 
E. L. VA.'l BOmi', 

Captain, Corps o£ Eng::ineer::l, 
Area Eng:!neer. 
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