Captain 2, L, Yan Hom
Arsa Snglineer

P.O, Box 8

Kenzore, New Tork

Dear Captsin Van Horn:

This rafsrs 20 the conversations regarding disposal of effluemt
liquors from 3tsp I into the sanltaxy sswer of tha Town of Tonawands,

Bacauss of the difficulty experienced at thes filiration plant, we
are informsd that notice will be served on us by the Kew Yorx Stnto Boaxd
of Health to discontinue ewptylsg this waste material intso the sanitary
3ewer,

Fhen this natico is given to us thers will be two possibla courses
of actioans

1. Dlacharge this aaterial into a storm sewer, then to the Twolille
Crmek, and finally the Nlagara flver,

2. Dischargs this matarial into a well on our Tonawanda Factory
property from which water was foraerly taken st the rates of
1,000 gallons per minuta, It 1s astimated that the effluent

liquors from 3tep I total 150,000 gallons each twenty-four
hours, The well water is unfit for use.

Plan 1 i3 objectionable becsuse of prubable futurs complications in the
event of clains of contasination against us, Plan 2 1s favored because
our Law Department advises that it iz considersd impossibles to detsraine
the course of subterranean strsams and, theresfors, the responsibdbility for
any contamination could not be fixed., Our Law Dapartment revcommends that
this method of disposal be followed, #e understand that local representa-
tivas of the Rew York State Board of Hsalth and of thes Town of Tonawanda
Filtrstion Plant have given the epinion that the ¥ffluent liquors are not
detrimental to the public health, ¥a also ars told that Captaln Ferry has
expressed the opinion that there is nothing in the effluent llauors detri.
mental to pubdlic hemlth,
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We would, therefors, like your approval to proceed under-Plan 2,

Very truly yours,
TEE LINDS AIR PRODUCTS COMPANY

ARBo] men1DED
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WAR DEPARTMENT
J— UNITED STATES ENGINEER OFFICE

ARFEn TO TONAWANDA ARKA Grmcx

EIDM T-1 P.O.Hox 8
Kxremaons, N, v,

3 April 19/2
RE CEIVED:
X. HOLME H
ASS'T SL.P!;RlN-EﬂOGNT !
The -Linde Air Products Company- 1 L _-_, oo oa {
Ceramics Plant 31"-'“'?-‘-“ S
E. Park Drive and Woodward Ave. : 2 XN S b-.‘»m*A 5 e

Tonawanda, N. .

Attamtion: &r. A. R. Holmes.
Gaentlemens

- Receipt of your letter of 29 ard 31 i#arch 1944, concern-
ing disposal of filitrate from Step I 1s acknowledged.

. This office interposes no objection to the use of either

of the two schemes for disposal of this material and leeves to the
- discretion of the contractor the selection of the method of disposal

most satisfactory to all concermed. -
) Should you decide to follow plan one as outlined in your
letter of 29 idarch, we would like to have from you an opirion as
to the detrimemtal effecits, 1f any, to persons or vegitation cum.ng .
in contact with the dilnted ].‘Lquors in two mile creek. .

-On the other hani should you elect to discharge the.
efflusnt into a well on the Linde property, we would like to make
surs that you have ascertained‘that:

a. The well will taks the discharge at the required
rate ovar a long period of tims.

. b. That coatact of the liguors with the well wmater
ard surrounding underlying strata will not cause
2 chemical reaction precipitating solids which
night eventuslly czuse plugping of the well.

c. Introducticn of the effluent into the undergrourd

streem will not to the best of your koowledge effect

the use of ths water in other plants or installations

for nor=al purposes. {Our attitude om this is

that even +hough we might not be liable from a

legal standpoint, we might from an ethical point of

view be doing soaething which wouid effect taoe pro-

duction of other war plants, znd could be seversiy
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eriticized far our actions).

Te would slso like sozs assurance that tha Goverpzsnt
will not ucdar the terms of the coniract be required al soms
iater date to remove any efflunent which may rem=in in the well
or be required. to restare the well to its original coodliion. -

Having given due conzideration to the above mentioned
points and furnished us with the.aforemsntioned assurances ip
counection with this problem, you may proceed with weatever con~
struction work ls necessary to dispose of the liquors. Reiztmrse-
ment for this wark will be made in the usuel menner. ’ '

Very truly yours,

PL YT

E. I.. VAN HORH,
Captain, Corps of Engineers,
' Area Enginser,
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